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There’s never been a more exciting 
time for the UK space sector. 
Commercial opportunities in 'new space' are strengthening global communications 
and gathering data for a vast range of uses, including agriculture and climate studies. 
Significantly, they are also driving investment in launch sites and the design and 
manufacture of innovative vehicles and micro-satellites right here in Scotland.

The North Highlands and Moray are at the centre of the space revolution, as home to 
Sutherland Spaceport and Orbex’s rocket manufacturing and test facilities. Together, 
these offer a unique platform to support a new cluster of local businesses providing 
services and products to the growing space sector and using data for commercial 
purposes and academic research. 

We’ve established the North Coast Space Cluster (NCSC) to capitalise on these 
opportunities and generate new jobs and careers based on the skills and resources 
that our region is well placed to deliver.

Upstream opportunities 
including launch and 

range control, specialist 
logistics and payload 

integration.

Midstream opportunities 
including ground stations 

and data centres 
supporting space assets.

Downstream opportunities 
including processing 

Earth observation data for 
climate monitoring.

Attracting university 
space R&D through 

academic partnering and 
industry investment.

Focus on early STEM 
engagement to ‘home 
grow’ skilled technical 

workforce.

Space cluster capability building opportunities across industry segments

Whether you’re a business that’s already active in the space sector, looking to diversify, or a start-up with 
new ideas, the North Highlands and Moray present ideal locations to realise these opportunities.

In the North Highlands and Moray we are the
right place at the right time with the right people.
 

Jobs created by 2030 in 
the Highlands and Islands 
around launch activities

Jobs created in the 
Highlands and Islands as a 
result of the space cluster

The power of launch activities 
will generate £22m GVA for the 
Highlands and Islands economy

The power of the wider space 
cluster unlocking £56m GVA for the 

Highlands and Islands economy

390 740 £22m £56m
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Sutherland 
Spaceport

NORTH HIGHLANDS
Caithness and North Sutherland, at the north of mainland 
Scotland, is a haven for visitors. Home to much of 
the famed North Coast 500, its rich culture, beautiful 
landscapes, rugged coast and abundant wildlife attract 
thousands of people each year. 

What may be less well known is the plethora of thriving 
businesses which have put down strong roots and are 
flourishing here. Locally-based businesses, including 
Subsea 7, Rolls Royce, Jacobs, SSE, Denchi, AMTE 
Power and others are leaders in their respective fields, 
trading internationally and making big plans for the future. 
They know the benefits of working and living in Caithness 
and North Sutherland.

Local communities extend a warm welcome to touring 
visitors and businesses alike. There is a supportive 
business community with a diverse range of capabilities 
ready and willing to work with you to achieve your goals.

Cutting edge science, technology and engineering 
skills at the Dounreay nuclear site (currently being 
decommissioned) and neighbouring MOD Vulcan site 
are complemented by local supply chains who provide 
services to renewables and the oil and gas sector. 

SUTHERLAND SPACEPORT
In North Sutherland, the small crofting village of Melness 
is about to host a satellite launch site that aims to 
become the world’s greenest spaceport. 

Sutherland Spaceport was the first spaceport in the UK to 
gain planning consent and is now under construction and 
moving towards first launch in 2024. It has capacity for up 
to 12 launches per year, supporting over 40 skilled jobs in  
Sutherland and Caithness. 

 

up to1212
launches
Sutherland Spaceport will be supporting 
up to 12 launches per year by the 
second half of the decade, bringing 
with it cross-segment activity, support 
activity and tourism spend to the area.
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ORBEX

MODERN ECONOMY AND QUALITY OF LIFE
Many organisations are already reaping the rewards of locating in the North Highlands and Moray. Here you 
find a skilled and loyal workforce and modern premises amid some of Scotland’s most beautiful landscapes and 
coastlines.

Advanced technology and digital communications plus accessibility by air, road and rail ensure our businesses 
are no longer constrained by distance and compete effectively with locations across the world.

MORAY
Moray is an area which makes world class products, with more 
manufacturing jobs per head of population than any other part of 
Scotland. Moray has an excellent reputation for high quality skills 
in manufacturing and engineering. It is home to several major 
construction firms.

There is a growing cluster of digital technology businesses 
delivering software, gaming, medical research and cyber security.

Two military bases provide a pool of highly trained personnel. 
Moray College/UHI and Glasgow School of Art develop local talent 
in the area, offering a wide range of academic qualifications and a 
focus on work-based skills.

ORBEX
In 2019, Orbex opened their first launcher production facility on the 
Enterprise Park in Forres. This was followed by their second facility 
in 2021 and a full-scale test launch platform in nearby Kinloss in 
2022. Orbex expect to employ around 200 staff in Moray within 
three years, designing and building the rockets that will launch 
from Sutherland Spaceport.
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CONNECTED COMMUNITIES
MORAY

By air: Moray is easily accessible, within a 30-minute 
drive from Inverness Airport and just over an hour from 
Aberdeen International Airport.

National and international flights, either direct or by 
connection, are available from airports within the UK.

By rail: Moray is connected by a regular rail service, 
operated by Scotrail, which runs between Aberdeen and 
Inverness, with a new station open at Inverness Airport. 
The route incorporates the towns of Keith, Elgin and 
Forres. The Scotrail service connects stations in the 
south and specifically Glasgow and Edinburgh with both 
Inverness and Aberdeen.

By road: Forres is on the A96 trunk route and Moray can 
also be accessed from a variety of directions by road. 

The A96 is the principal link between Aberdeen and 
Inverness, with Elgin at its centre. Aberdeen is just over an 
hour’s drive and Inverness is approximately 45 minutes. 
The A9 is the main link from Glasgow, Stirling and Perth 
and both Edinburgh and Glasgow are less than 4 hours’ 
drive by car.

CAITHNESS/NORTH SUTHERLAND

By air: Caithness and North Sutherland is easily 
accessible from two airports, Wick John O’Groats and 
Inverness. Regular connections fly from Wick to Aberdeen 
with good ongoing connectivity. 

From Inverness it is approximately a two-hour drive to 
Melness and just over a two-hour drive to Caithness with 
car hire available at Inverness Airport.

From Wick John O’Groats Airport drive time to the main 
town of Caithness (Thurso) is 20 minutes while a one-
hour drive gets you to North Sutherland. There are regular 
connections from Aberdeen and Edinburgh to/from Wick.

By rail: Throughout the UK there are regular train services 
to Inverness with four daily connections to Thurso/Wick.

By road: The A9 is one of Scotland’s major trunk roads 
and the access route to Caithness and North Sutherland. 

The A9 is the main link from Glasgow, Stirling and Perth 
and both Edinburgh and Glasgow are less than six hours 
away by car.

There are also regular buses to Caithness from Inverness 
using central belt connections to Inverness. 
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KEY FACTS – AT A GLANCE

MORAY CAITHNESS AND SUTHERLAND

Inverness Airport: new rail station open bringing direct 
rail services from Forres to the airport.

Highly skilled nuclear workforce available to transition 
within the next decade with the addition of a local 
supply chain adept at transitioning from nuclear to 
other sectors and working with large consortiums.

As the largest project in the Moray Growth Deal, 
the Moray Aerospace and Advanced Technology 
Innovation Campus (MAATIC) will be easily 
accessible.

Manufacturing Innovation Centre for Moray (MICM),
will be located on the Enterprise Park, Forres and 
provide physical space for incubation, demonstration 
of advanced technology and equipment, and provide 
an east gate into the wider Highlands and Islands 
Region for concentrated access to national services 
and programmes.
 
Business Enterprise Hub (BEH), will be in the centre of 
Elgin and will provide a vibrant, creative environment 
to inspire existing micro-businesses and SMEs (small 
and medium sized enterprises) as well as attracting 
potential new businesses to the region.

Wick John O’Groats Airport has the capability of 
C17 landings and take-offs. The airport is relatively 
uncongested with space and opportunities for further 
related development.

The Enterprise Park in Forres is home to Horizon 
Scotland which can offer flexible office/desk space and 
other facilities, 24/7.

Excellent superfast broadband which permits fibre to 
premises.

	

KEY FACTS IN FIGURES:

MORAY CAITHNESS/SUTHERLAND

Population
	› Of which 16-24
	› Working age

96,400
6,200

47,700

38,246
3,059 

22,182

Economically active  75.8% 74.4%

Unemployment rate 3.8% 1.7%

Education attainment: SCQF level 5 and 
above

84.9% 81.4%

Number of secondary schools in area 8 3

Number of modern apprentices in training 669 1,916 (Highland wide)

Average house price £175,119 £91,498

Gross weekly pay £565.80 £579.20
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SUTHERLAND SPACEPORT

Sutherland Spaceport will include an assembly building 
with ancillary structures, launch and operations control 
centre, access roads, antenna farms, fuel storage, launch 
pad complex, launch towers, safety and security fencing 
and associated infrastructure.

Key factors that led HIE to support Sutherland as an 
optimal vertical launch site include:

	■ A flight trajectory that does not fly over populated 
areas

	■ Appropriate weather for scheduled launches

	■ Access to key orbits 

	■ Both polar and sun-synchronous orbits can be 
achieved from north Scotland – these currently 
account for 95% of future orbital requirements.

	■ Availability of skilled labour, aligned with the present 
decommissioning of Dounreay nuclear facility.

The space hub occupies some 13 acres (5.3 ha) of 
land that is owned by Melness Crofters Estate (MCE). 
The footprint of the spaceport is tiny, no larger than a 
smallholding farm and has been designed with the aim 
of being carbon-neutral and to blend in with the natural 
environment. 

Take a virtual flight over the location and see inside the 
control tower in our fly-through video here. 
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ORBEX PRIME

Orbex, the rocket company launching from the site, will 
use a renewable bio-fuel called bio-propane to fuel the 
rocket. It reduces CO2 emissions by more than 90% 
compared to kerosene fuels. The Orbex Prime rocket is 
designed to be reusable which means the rocket will leave 
virtually no debris on land, in the sea or in Earth’s orbit.

The Orbex Prime is expected to be the first vehicle to 
launch from Sutherland Spaceport on the A’Mhoine 
peninsula.

8



GROWING YOUR BUSINESS WITH US
The North Coast Space Cluster, working with Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE) is committed to supporting businesses within the space cluster areas. 

In our areas, there are strong links between public sector organisations, 
industry, academic bodies and specialist services which makes it easier for  
you to tap into the support you need, when you need it. 

Working with other agencies, we will work with you to help identify  
and tailor support.
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Come and join us. 
You can be part of our exciting journey.
If you have ideas on where your business wants to grow, develop or start up then 
there is a wide range of possibilities to add value by joining us in the North Coast 
Space Cluster.

All you have to do is contact us and we can explore together the benefits for your 
company as well as the benefits to the communities in which we live and work.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SPACE SECTOR FOR OUR REGION
Scotland’s growing space industry has the potential to help place the UK at the forefront of the worldwide launch market 
for small commercial satellites.
 
Several locations in our region are ideally suited as sites for vertical launch. Developments are planned or underway at 
Unst in Shetland, Melness in Sutherland and North Uist in the Western Isles. At the same time, horizontal launches are 
proposed for Machrihanish in Argyll, and Prestwick in Ayrshire. 
 
Launch capacity supports opportunities for manufacturers of satellites and launch vehicles, the wider supply chain, 
academic and commercial research and suppliers of goods and services. Scotland already produces more small 
satellites than any other country in Europe and is home to two companies that design and manufacture launch vehicles 
– Orbex in Forres and Skyrora in Edinburgh. Much of the market growth has been driven by the vast number of products 
and applications now in daily use – from smartphones and health monitors to GPS devices – that rely on satellite data 
and technology.
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CONTACT US
PETER GUTHRIE
Senior project manager
Highlands and Islands Enterprise
An Lòchran 
10 Inverness Campus
Inverness
IV2 5NA

Tel:		 +44 (0)1463 383 287
Mobile:	 +44 (0)7909 747 970
Email:		 peter.guthrie@hient.co.uk

Right place, 
right time, right people

ANDREW STANLEY
Head of regional development, Moray
Highlands and Islands Enterprise
Horizon Scotland
Enterprise Park Forres
Forres
IV36 2AB

Tel:	 +44 (0)1463 383 296
Mobile:		 +44 (0)7787 275 941
Email:	 andrew.stanley@hient.co.uk

HIE.CO.UK/SPACE 


