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Use of Data 

Market Research supporting PR activities 

All of the work carried out by PFA Research Ltd is conducted in accordance with the Market 
Research Society Code of Conduct. 

The Market Research Society places a duty of care on market research organisations to protect the 
interests of both their client and those that took part in any research. As part of this duty of care 
market research organisations are required to ensure that any press releases or other promotional 
material issued by the client is supported by the data. As such PFA Research reserves the right to 
view and suggest amendments to any press release or promotional material prior to its release into 
the public domain. This procedure is in line with the recommendation of the Market Research 
Society and does not undermine client ownership of the data. 

General Disclaimer 

While every care has been taken during the course of the research, PFA Research Ltd takes no 
responsibility for any incorrect information supplied to us. Information derived from quantitative 
and qualitative research is based primarily on interviews or self-completed questionnaires and 
therefore is subject to fluctuation.  

This report has been produced with the highest standards of integrity and rigour. AI tools may have 
been used to assist in specific processing activities, such as supporting internet research or 
organising publicly available data, to enhance efficiency and accuracy. However, no client-sensitive 
or personal data has been shared with any AI tools during the process, ensuring full compliance with 
UK GDPR and data protection regulations. All research findings, analysis, and conclusions are based 
entirely on human expertise and have been carefully reviewed by our team to maintain accuracy 
and reliability. 

The contents of this report represent our interpretation and analysis of information that can be 
considered generally available to the public and provided voluntarily by respondents. It is not 
guaranteed as to accuracy or completeness. It does not contain material provided to us in 
confidence by our clients or research respondents. 
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1 Executive Summary 

1.1 Introduction 

This report provides an update to the Cornwall Space and Data Sector Profiling Report produced by 

PFA Research Ltd on behalf of the Cornwall Space Cluster in 2024. Unlike the research conducted in 

2024, this 2025 update incorporates the new primary research undertaken in February 2025, allowing 

for a more current and evidence-based assessment of active businesses and emerging capabilities 

within the sector. It considers the core ‘spacetech’ cluster originally profiled in 2018, the broader 

space and aerospace supply chains, and organisations that, while not currently embedded in the 

sector, possess expertise with the potential to support or benefit from its ongoing development. 

The ‘space industry’ is commonly defined to include all organisations that are engaged in any space-

related activity, comprising both:  

Commercial organisations (i.e. businesses, companies, firms) that earn revenue from the 

manufacture, launch and operation of satellites/spacecraft, and from utilisation of the signals and 

data supplied by satellites/spacecraft to develop value-added applications. 

Non-commercial organisations (e.g. universities, research institutes) that secure income to contribute 

space-specific research and expertise throughout the industry supply chain, often in partnership with 

commercial organisations. 

The wider and more conventional aerospace sector, which largely integrates the space sector, 

encompasses a wide range of activities related to the design, development, manufacturing, and 

maintenance of aircraft and spacecraft. This includes activities involving Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 

(UAVs), colloquially referred to as drones, where those activities have a commercial focus (i.e. 

excluding hobbyist activities). 

The scope of our attention for this report extends outwards to also include activities that may be 

considered part of the supply chain or otherwise ancillary to the ‘core’ industries. 

1.2 The Research Brief 

This report presents findings to the following: 

• Provide an estimate of the current position to include all supply chain activities across the 

Data, Space and Aerospace sectors (specifically turnover, number of Cornish businesses, 

GVA and people employed). 

• Extrapolate a baseline figure of the value of the cluster to the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly 

economy and suggest appropriate metrics to measure change for sector profiling report with 

Space Cluster Development Managers. 

1.3 Business Survey 

Sector Engagement 

• All respondents in the survey are currently active in activities recognised to be relevant to the 

Data, Space and Aerospace Sector, or recognise the potential of being involved. Half (51%) of 

the 79 businesses spoken to are currently involved in any recognised activities (32% with 

ancillary services such as consultancy, financial, legal or other expert business services 

relevant to/specialising in the sector).  77% saw themselves as having the potential to be 

involved in [other] activities relevant to the sector (i.e. 49% not currently active plus 28% of 

from those currently active). 
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• 96% of participants said that they were aware that Cornwall has an active Space, Data and 

Aerospace sector, indicating a high level of engagement amongst relevant businesses. Of 

those 96%, 30% are aware and involved with/known to the Cornwall Space Cluster. 

• Of those active in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector, over a quarter (28%) say they actively 

promote their business as part of this.  

• 16% of respondents active in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector attribute 75%+ of their 

business to the Space, Data and Aerospace sector. 63% attribute less than 10% of their 

business to the sector.  

• The majority of those in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector (68%) say that there has been 

no change to the proportion of their business that they attribute to that sector in the last 12-

15 months. 25%, however, say there has been an increase by an estimated mean score of 

19.9%.  Of the 10 businesses spoken to saying there had been an increase, 4 said the Cornwall 

Space Cluster has significantly helped the volume of business opportunities in the Space, Data 

and Aerospace sector, 2 said there was a somewhat positive influence, and 4 responded ‘Not 

really’ and that it would have happened anyway. 

Employment and Skills 

• The majority of businesses employ less than 10 people in Cornwall (78%). The average number 

of employees in Cornwall is 11.2 against an average 112 employees in total. On average, 

companies employ a mean of 9.1 full time employees, and 1.5 part time. 

• Over the last 12 months, 24% respondents say the number of people they employ in Cornwall 

has increased. Those increasing their headcount have added 2.4 new employees on average 

in the past year. However, this is almost cancelled out by the 12% who say they decreased 

employees in Cornwall by an average (mean) 4.7 people. 

• 44% participants expect to increase their number of employees in Cornwall in the next 12 

months by a mean score of 11.6, which is heavily influenced by one organisation anticipating 

recruiting 300 people. 

• Of those who have locations outside of Cornwall, 52% say the number of employees outside 

of Cornwall has increased, by a mean score of 95 employees in the last 12 months. 

• 21% of participants expect the number of employees in locations outside of Cornwall to 

increase in the next 12 months. Of those that said this, this is by a mean score of 256. On 

average, the sample as a whole will add 49 people per organisation. 

• 39% of participants say that some of their employees have achieved qualifications from higher 

education institutions within Cornwall. Of these, an average (mean) of 3.4 employees. Across 

the whole sample, an average 1.3 employees have achieved qualifications from higher 

education institutions in Cornwall, or about 1 in 8 of all Cornwall employees represented by 

the sample. 

• The majority of participants (53%) say they are only employing workers who have come from 

Cornwall.  44% say they attract skilled workers from other parts of the UK, 10% say they have 

workers from Europe and 8% internationally (beyond Europe). 

• On average, 65% of jobs in participant organisations are professional/white collar jobs, 24% 

are high-skilled manual jobs and 7% are low-skilled manual jobs. 
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• As a whole, organisations believe they are paying their professional/white collar workers 

about average, but say they are unsure if they are paying other roles in their companies a 

salary that is average, above average or below average. 

Revenue 

• 43% respondents say they made below £250k in the last completed financial year, 44% 

between £250k and £4.9 million, 6% £5million+ and 6% either didn’t know or preferred not to 

say. Collectively, the sample turns over around £280m (mean £3.8m), which has decreased 

13% since the prior year. Taking the median average, collective turnover has increased 27%. 

• Those with locations outside Cornwall who responded that there was a change in turnover 

were asked if this was across all locations, or just with the Cornish locations. The majority 

(64%) responded that Cornwall was the same as others. 

• Most participants (54%) expect revenues relating to their Cornish operations to increase over 

the next 12 months. Across the whole sample, and taking into account the 6% anticipating a 

drop in revenues, the net average (mean) change is £1.7m (increase) per organisation. 

• 34% of respondents already export, and a further 16% say they have the capacity or desire to 

export their products or services. Of those who export, the average proportion of turnover 

attributed to exports is 11.4%. 

Investment 

• When asked how much their company is currently investing into activities that would enhance 

their business to take advantage of the Data, Space and Aerospace sector, participants gave a 

mean score of 7.6%.  6% consider that at least 50% of their turnover is being invested into 

related activities. 62% are not investing at all. 

1.4 Conclusions – Sector Profile 

Headlines from the sector analysis are as follows. 

• The combined turnover of businesses operating within the Data, Space and Aerospace 

sector is estimated at around £151 million as of September 2024, representing growth of 

around 33% since 2020. These businesses’ contribution to the whole Cornwall economy is 

around 1.3% (whereby the combined turnover of all enterprises in Cornwall is about £11,586 

million, which has increased approximately 30% since 2020). 

A proportion of the local economy are currently not active in the Data, Space and Aerospace 

sector, but believe they have the capability to benefit from it (e.g. to innovate or supply to 

the sector). If these businesses were all active now, the combined turnover would be around 

£217 million and contribute 1.9% to the local economy. 

• The total number of enterprises operating within the Data, Space and Aerospace sector in 

Cornwall is around 549 as of September 2024, which has declined since 2020 (586), though it 

has the potential to increase substantially to almost 800. These businesses represent around 

2.2% of the 25,275 enterprises in Cornwall (which have increased in number 3% since 2020). 

Enterprises within the manufacturing/production group and within the ‘core’ cluster group 

have halved in number since 2020, whereas those in service activities and in the extended 

sectors (supply chain) have remained fairly stable. 
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• The total GVA from enterprises operating within the Data, Space and Aerospace sector is 

around £143 million derived from regional (Cornwall) GVA per job filled as of 2023, which 

has seen growth of around 8% since 2020. This represents around 1.3% of GVA generated by 

all enterprises in Cornwall (approximately £10,579 million, which has increased 16% since 

2020). 

If all those businesses who felt they have the potential to enter the market did so, then the 

GVA generated could rise by 50% and represented over 2% of the Cornish economy. 

• The number of people employed within enterprises operating within the Data, Space and 

Aerospace sector is approximately 2,750 as at 2023, though this has decrease around 2% 

since 2020. This represents around 1.2% of all employment within Cornwall enterprises 

(223,860 employees, which have increased 8% since 2020). 

If existing businesses with the potential to enter the sector did so, then another 35% of jobs 

could be linked to the Data, Space and Aerospace sector in Cornwall (though this does not 

necessarily represent ‘new’ jobs). 

• Average salaries for people employed within the Data, Space and Aerospace sector are 

around £38k (median) to £48k (mean), which have increased 18% over the last two years. 

(N.B. National statistics are not published at a sufficiently low level of industry classification 

together with local geographic area to undertake finer analysis.) 
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2 Introduction 

The Cornwall Space Cluster is made up of a regional and national group of world-beating assets, 

universities, businesses and industry experts across Cornwall – working in manufacturing, launch 

services, future flight testing, satellite tracking, Earth observation, remote sensing, and data 

applications. It is managed by a Steering Group, which comprises of academics, policymakers, local 

government and public sector funders who include the Department for Business and Trade, the 

Satellite Applications Catapult, Cornwall Council and Innovate UK. 

The National Space Strategy offers up an ambitious vision to ensure Britain can take a leading role on 

the global stage and take advantage of the opportunities presented through a thriving space sector. 

The space sector is already a vital part of the UK’s economy, worth £17.5 billion per year, comprising 

1,590 organisations and employing 48,800 people in diverse and exciting roles as scientists, engineers, 

entrepreneurs, and innovators, and supporting 126,800 jobs across the supply chain. 

This report provides the 2025 update to a series of research that has developed incrementally since 

the initial “Smart Specialisation Sector Analysis: Spacetech” report in 2018. That original work 

established a foundation by applying national and international definitions of the space sector (then 

referred to as ‘spacetech’), identifying relevant businesses through Standard Industrial Classification 

(SIC) codes to create a quantifiable and repeatable approach to profiling the sector in Cornwall. 

Subsequent iterations of the research, including the “Data and Space Sector Profiling Research” report 

in 2022 and its 2024 update, extended the scope to encompass downstream technologies, ancillary 

and supply chain activities and, more recently, the wider aerospace sector. This widening of the brief 

reflects both the sector's evolution and its alignment with the strategic priorities set out in the CIoSLEP 

Industrial Strategy, particularly the emphasis on ‘Data and Space’ as a key growth area. 

This report in 2025 continues the progression, offering refreshed insights into the structure and 

dynamics of the sector within the region. Importantly, this update incorporates the new primary 

research undertaken in February 2025, allowing for a more current and evidence-based assessment 

of active businesses and emerging capabilities within the sector. It considers the core ‘spacetech’ 

cluster originally profiled in 2018, the broader space and aerospace supply chains, and organisations 

that, while not currently embedded in the sector, possess expertise with the potential to support or 

benefit from its ongoing development. 

It should be noted that this report renews previous analysis, rather than adds new data to the ‘old’. 

That is, and for example, the tabulated and summary data for years 2020-2023 in this report may not 

be the same as that shown for the same period in the previous 2024 report. This will be for a number 

of reasons, including the base data from ONS issued datasets which have been updated (earlier-used 

data may have been released as ‘provisional’), additional sectors have been included, and also sector 

weightings have been adjusted as a result of the new research.  

2.1 Defining the Data, Space & Aerospace Sector 

The space sector consists of companies using technology to develop products and service used 

by space science or the aerospace industry for use in spaceflight, satellites or space explorations. 

Space technology includes spacecraft, satellites, space stations, and support infrastructure, 

equipment, and procedures. This was core to the definition priming the “Smart Specialisation Sector 

Analysis: Spacetech” report for Cornwall conducted in 2018. 

The ‘space industry’ is commonly defined to include all organisations that are engaged in any space-

related activity, comprising both:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_science
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outline_of_aerospace
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Commercial organisations (i.e. businesses, companies, firms) that earn revenue from the 

manufacture, launch and operation of satellites/spacecraft, and from utilisation of the signals and 

data supplied by satellites/spacecraft to develop value-added applications. 

Non-commercial organisations (e.g. universities, research institutes) that secure income to contribute 

space-specific research and expertise throughout the industry supply chain, often in partnership with 

commercial organisations. 

The wider and more conventional aerospace sector, which largely integrates the space sector, 

encompasses a wide range of activities related to the design, development, manufacturing, and 

maintenance of aircraft and spacecraft. This includes activities involving Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 

(UAVs), colloquially referred to as drones, where those activities have a commercial focus (i.e. 

excluding hobbyist activities). 

The scope of our attention for this report extends outwards to also include activities that may be 

considered part of the supply chain or otherwise ancillary to the ‘core’ industries.  

2.2 The Research Brief 

Cornwall Council (CC) has secured funding to support the growth of the local Data, Space and 

Aerospace sectors, working with a group of industry partners, academic institutions and stakeholders 

who are committed to developing these sectors, to increase economic value for Cornwall and Isles of 

Scilly (CIoS). 

The 2024 refresh report set to establish a baseline position, on the understanding that a full profile of 

these sectors in terms of scale, value and contribution to the economy would be produced in 2025 

(this report). The work requires the methodology adopted in previous sector profiling work (Sector 

Profiling Research 2022, carried out by PFA Research Ltd in March 2022) to ensure consistency and 

provide intelligence for future resourcing strategies. Specifically: 

• Provide an estimate of the current position to include all supply chain activities across the 

Data, Space and Aerospace sectors (specifically turnover, number of Cornish businesses, GVA 

and people employed). 

• Extrapolate a baseline figure of the value of the cluster to the CIoS economy and suggest 

appropriate metrics to measure change for sector profiling report with Space Cluster 

Development Managers. 

This report represents a ‘full’ sector profiling activity and includes new data collection through survey 

work, thereby to: 

• Update the sector statistics first compiled in 2018 around ‘Spacetech’, expanding the base and 

repeated in March 2022 to include all supply chain activities across the Data, Space and 

Aerospace sectors (specifically turnover, number of Cornish businesses, GVA and people 

employed). 

• Quantify the value of the cluster to the CIoS economy (target £150m by 2030). 

• Undertake a business opinion survey with focus on businesses innovating/potentially 

technically active and to help model the statistics for sectors operating adjacent to space. 

• Provide self-reported data about those businesses deemed to work in sectors relevant to the 

Data, Space and Aerospace sectors. 

• Assess opinions of businesses about the value of the Data, Space and Aerospace cluster to 

CIoS and its economy and the support required to sustain its growth post 2025. 
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3 Cornwall Data, Space & Aerospace Sector Analysis 

This report provides the 2025 update to a series of research that has developed incrementally since 

the initial “Smart Specialisation Sector Analysis: Spacetech” report in 2018. That original work 

established a foundation by applying national and international definitions of the space sector (then 

referred to as ‘spacetech’), identifying relevant businesses through Standard Industrial Classification 

(SIC) codes to create a quantifiable and repeatable approach to profiling the sector in Cornwall. 

Subsequent iterations of the research, including the “Data and Space Sector Profiling Research” report 

in 2022 and its 2024 update, extended the scope to encompass downstream technologies, ancillary 

and supply chain activities and, more recently, the wider aerospace sector. This widening of the brief 

reflects both the sector's evolution and its alignment with the strategic priorities set out in the CIoSLEP 

Industrial Strategy, particularly the emphasis on ‘Data and Space’ as a key growth area. 

This report in 2025 continues the progression, offering refreshed insights into the structure and 

dynamics of the sector within the region. Importantly, this update incorporates the new primary 

research undertaken in February 2025, allowing for a more current and evidence-based assessment 

of active businesses and emerging capabilities within the sector. It considers the core ‘spacetech’ 

cluster originally profiled in 2018, the broader space and aerospace supply chains, and organisations 

that, while not currently embedded in the sector, possess expertise with the potential to support or 

benefit from its ongoing development. 

For this report we define Data, Space and Aerospace sector companies as those which produce 

products or deliver services directly and indirectly associated with:  

• Space transport 

• Manufacture of parts for air and spacecraft 

• Repair and maintenance of aircraft and spacecraft 

• Satellite and wireless communications 

• Manufacturing of electrical components  

• Advanced product testing 

• Activities incidental to air transportation 

Extending the scope of this analysis beyond the core space, data, and aerospace activities, 

consideration has been given to companies engaged in business-to-business (B2B) activities that are 

directly or indirectly relevant to the wider ecosystem. This includes both those already active in the 

sector and those with capabilities that could support future growth. 

Specifically, this report includes activities associated with: 

• Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing – including the production of electronic and electrical 

components, precision instruments, control systems, specialist machinery, and supporting 

construction or installation services.  

• Information Technology and Data Services – such as data processing, web hosting, software-

related services, and other IT functions essential to modern space and aerospace operations.  

• Scientific, Technical and Engineering Consultancy – covering both engineering design and wider 

consulting activities in environmental, scientific, and technical domains.  

• Communications, Audio-Visual and Related Services – including public relations, media and 

communication activities, and the wholesale of electronic goods relevant to the sector.  
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• Telecommunications Infrastructure and Services – encompassing both the manufacture of 

telecommunications equipment and the provision of related services.  

• Research and Innovation – involving both private-sector research and experimental development 

in areas such as biotechnology and natural sciences.  

• Specialist Professional and Business Support Services – including legal, financial, management 

consultancy, and business membership organisations, where these services are delivered in a B2B 

capacity and aligned with the sector’s development. 

It is important to note that some potentially relevant categories (noted in previous reports) - such as 

security systems and warehousing, storage, and distribution - are not directly represented in the 

analysis. This is not a reflection of their lack of relevance, but rather a result of the fact that these 

activities have not featured prominently in the research conducted to date. As the sector continues 

to evolve, future iterations of this work may incorporate such activities, should they emerge as more 

significant to the regional Data, Space and Aerospace ecosystem. 

Within these sectors we have identified corresponding SIC codes, as the common sector activity 

identifier used to analyse National Statistics. The full list of potential ‘qualifying’ SIC codes is presented 

under Appendices, page 33. 

3.1 Methodology 

The report builds on the methodological foundation established previously, particularly the 2022 and 

2024 reports, while incorporating new primary research conducted specifically for this update. This 

latest research cycle has enabled a refreshed and more grounded understanding of the Data, Space 

and Aerospace sector in Cornwall, which draws both from updated national statistics and first-hand 

business insights. 

In 2024, the analytical scope was expanded to include aerospace alongside data and space activities. 

This involved consolidating SIC codes from several sources: 

• The SIC framework used in the 2018 ‘Spacetech’ report; 

• A review of businesses listed in the Cornwall Space Sector Directory, with their SIC codes 

retrieved from Companies House; 

• Cross-referencing the UK Space Economy Taxonomy (Satellite Applications Catapult) to 

identify additional, relevant SICs; 

• Incorporation of aerospace-related SICs drawn from a 2017 PFA Research report for Invest in 

Cornwall. 

This combined set of SIC codes formed the working definition of the Data, Space and Aerospace 

sector. These codes were then used to extract datasets from the Office for National Statistics (ONS), 

including: 

• Number of enterprises by sector; 

• Enterprise counts by company size and turnover; 

• Gross Value Added (GVA); 

• Average salary levels. 
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Given the broad nature of many SIC code definitions, this list (see Appendices, section 5.1) is not 

intended as a definitive sector boundary. Rather, it serves as a focus area likely to contain relevant 

business activity. 

To address this ambiguity, earlier reports (2017–2024) incorporated primary research (specifically, 

telephone interviews with selected businesses) to understand their relationship to the sector. The 

responses were used to create SIC-level weightings (e.g. if 1 in 5 businesses with a certain SIC were 

confirmed as sector-relevant, a 20% weighting was applied to the broader dataset). 

For this 2025 report, new primary research was undertaken in the form of a structured telephone 

survey. Conducted between 18th February and 12th March 2025, the survey engaged a sample of 133 

businesses drawn from a pool of 1,168 Cornwall-based companies, selected using SIC codes identified 

as potentially relevant to the Data, Space and Aerospace sector. The sample was sourced through an 

independent database broker (Sample Answers) and augmented with organisations known to the 

cluster. 

This research had three primary objectives: 

• To collect self-reported data from businesses whose SIC codes align with the sector; 

• To understand perceptions of the sector’s importance to Cornwall’s economy; 

• To inform updated weightings for SIC code relevance based on confirmed sector 

engagement. 

Interviews captured a wide range of information, including: 

• Business activity and sector alignment; 

• Company demographics and size; 

• Awareness of the Data, Space and Aerospace sector in Cornwall; 

• Current and potential future involvement in the sector; 

• Innovation and R&D activity; 

• Job roles and salary data; 

• Evaluation of the Cornwall Space Cluster’s impact. 

The survey data collected in 2025 has been used both qualitatively and quantitatively: it supports 

narrative insight throughout the report and informs revised SIC code weightings, enabling a more 

robust interpretation of the ONS datasets. Where new SICs have been introduced, the 2025 survey 

provides an evidence base to justify their inclusion and relevance. 

It is recognised that a number of potentially relevant sectors including, but not limited to, security 

systems, warehousing, storage and distribution, and other associated activities may not have featured 

within the survey results, even if featured in the sample database; primarily due to businesses not 

responding to an invitation to participate (i.e., declining to participate or being unavailable to 

respond). However, these sectors are still considered within the wider sector analysis presented in 

this report, as they are understood to play an important role in supporting the broader Data, Space 

and Aerospace ecosystem, for instance, if organisations from within a sector are known to be actively 

engaged within the local cluster. Any omission from the primary survey analysis should not be 

interpreted as a reflection of limited relevance, but rather a temporary limitation based on the current 

research scope. These areas remain under review and may be more explicitly included in future 

research cycles if there is an opportunity to update the report. 
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3.2 Analysis 

The space economy encompasses organisations that apply technology to develop products and 

services used in space science, aerospace, and related applications such as spaceflight, satellites, and 

space exploration. This includes not only spacecraft and satellites but also ground-based 

infrastructure, equipment and operational procedures that enable and support these activities. 

The inclusion of aerospace in the sector focus in the previous 2024 analysis broadens the scope further 

to incorporate emerging areas such as unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), commonly referred to as 

drones. This sub-sector has shown notable growth and presence within Cornwall (and has featured 

prominently within the work of the cluster development work) and represents an important interface 

between traditional aerospace and the region’s evolving innovation landscape. 

Cornwall’s focus on data, space and aerospace enables a wider interpretation of sector activity, 

extending to businesses that are part of the supply chain or provide ancillary services. While these 

organisations may operate across a variety of industries, they self-identify as contributing to the Data, 

Space and Aerospace ecosystem and recognise their role within the broader 'space economy'. 

3.3 Sector growth 

3.3.1 Turnover 

Table 3.1 illustrates growth across the Data, Space and Aerospace sector. Each value in the table 

represents the turnover estimate for that SIC code group and year. The table data estimates the 

turnover for all activity of companies operating partly or fully in activities relating to the cluster, rather 

than turnover derived from activities directly related to data, space and aerospace. Extended tables 

(showing the contribution of each SIC line) is provided in Appendices, page 35. 

For context, a previous report of consultations with the Cornwall Space Cluster Advisory Group 

(collating data from 8 of the 11 industry members) in 2024 estimated a combined turnover of around 

£8m (which is directly attributable to Cornwall), with forecasts of £157.5m by 2030. 

Table 3.1 Sector turnover estimates for data, space & aerospace companies in Cornwall 2020-2024 

Group Annual Turnover Estimates £’000s Change 
2020-24 

 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Potential  

Core cluster 34,980 35,180 29,790 33,790 45,990 57,120 +27% 

Extended sectors 76,780 81,410 76,850 88,880 105,070 160,100 +36% 

Total 111,760 116,590 106,640 122,670 151,060 217,220 +33% 
 

Core cluster        

Manufacturing/Production 3,930 3,700 2,200 3,080 1,700 1,990 -55% 

Services 31,050 31,480 27,590 30,710 44,290 55,130 +36% 
 

Extended sectors        

Manufacturing/Production 23,050 24,380 21,910 24,330 26,260 42,860 +17% 

Services 53,730 57,030 54,940 64,550 78,810 117,240 +45% 
 

All Cornwall  8,919   9,514   9,025   10,123   11,586   +30% 
 

Group As % of all Cornwall economy  

 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Potential 

Core cluster 0.4% 0.4% 0.3% 0.3% 0.4% 0.5% 

Extended sectors 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 1.4% 

Total 1.3% 1.2% 1.2% 1.2% 1.3% 1.9% 
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The combined turnover of businesses operating within the Data, Space and Aerospace sector has seen 

growth of around 33% since 2020. These businesses’ contribution to the Cornish economy is around 

1.3%.  

A proportion of the local economy are currently not active in the Data, Space and Aerospace sector, 

but believe they have the capability to benefit from it (e.g. to innovate or supply to the sector). If these 

businesses were all active now, the combined turnover would be around £217 million and contribute 

1.9% to the local economy. 

The combined turnover of all enterprises in Cornwall is about £11,586 million, which has increased 

approximately 30% since 2020. 

3.3.2 Number of businesses 

Table 3.2 shows the number of companies active within the Data, Space and Aerospace sector in 

Cornwall. Each value in the table is an estimate for that SIC code group and year. The table data 

estimates the number of businesses operating partly or fully in activities relating to the cluster, rather 

than businesses wholly committed to data, space and aerospace. Extended tables (showing the 

number of enterprises for each SIC line) is provided in Appendices, page 38. 

Table 3.2 Number of enterprises contributing to the data, space & aerospace sector in Cornwall 2020-2024 

Group Estimated number of enterprises Change 
2020-24 

 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Potential  

Core cluster 272 262 245 236 233 297 -14% 

Extended sectors 314 307 315 311 316 487 +1% 

Total 586 569 560 547 549 784 -6% 
 

Core cluster        

Manufacturing/Production 61 61 36 32 30 33 -51% 

Services 211 201 209 204 203 264 -4% 
 

Extended sectors        

Manufacturing/Production 68 67 70 68 71 105 +4% 

Services 246 240 245 243 245 382 0% 
 

All Cornwall 24,630 24,635 25,425 25,350 25,275  +3% 
 

Group As % of all Cornwall economy  

 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Potential 

Core cluster 1.1% 1.1% 1.0% 0.9% 0.9% 1.2% 

Extended sectors 1.3% 1.2% 1.2% 1.2% 1.3% 1.9% 

Total current 2.4% 2.3% 2.2% 2.2% 2.2% 3.1% 

 

The total number of enterprises operating within the Data, Space and Aerospace sector in Cornwall is 

549, which has declined since 2020 (586), though it has the potential to increase substantially to 

almost 800. The current number of businesses represent around 2.2% of the 25,275 enterprises in 

Cornwall (which have increased in number 3% since 2020). 

Enterprises within the manufacturing/production group and within the ‘core’ cluster group have 

halved in number since 2020, whereas those in service activities and in the extended sectors (supply 

chain) have remained fairly stable. 
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3.3.3 GVA 

GVA (Gross value added) provides a measure of a sector or an industry’s economic activity. GVA is a 

better reflection of the productivity than GDP as it excludes the indirect taxes which could distort the 

production process, making it more suitable for this research. 

GVA data is not available at the SIC level for county or local authority, but is available for SIC (2007) 

group level; however the latest data at this level is only available until 2019. For the purpose of this 

report, to estimate GVA we have used productivity data (GVA per job filled) which is available up to 

2022, and for the Local Authority District level. We have then used the national level SIC (2007) group 

level data to produce and provide a weighting for the regional data. This method ensures that those 

sectors which typically produce higher than average outputs per job have a greater influence on the 

overall estimated GVA, whilst those in sectors which typically produce lower than average do not 

unduly inflate the estimation. 

The detailed tables are presented in appendices (page 41) and a summary in Table 3.3 below. Note, 

the GVA per job filled values for 2022 have been used for estimating 2023; also, the sector weighting 

applied for 2020 to 2023 are derived from the latest data available at that level, which was for 2019.  

Table 3.3 GVA for the data, space & aerospace sector in Cornwall 2020-2023 

Group Estimated GVA (£ millions) Change 
2020-23 

 2020 2021 2022 2023 Potential  

Core cluster 68.8 63.4 67.6 75.4 87.9 +10% 

Extended sectors 63.4 57.2 61.8 67.4 131.3 +6% 

Total 132.2 120.6 129.4 142.7 219.2 +8% 
 

Core cluster       

Manufacturing/Production 25.1 25.0 24.6 20.4 21.1 -19% 

Services 43.6 38.4 42.9 54.9 66.8 +26% 
 

Extended sectors       

Manufacturing/Production 12.9 11.3 15.3 18.4 27.6 +43% 

Services 50.6 45.9 46.6 49.0 103.7 -3% 
 

All Cornwall 9,113 10,237 10,608 10,579  +16% 
 

Group As % of all Cornwall economy  

 2020 2021 2022 2023 Potential 

Core cluster 0.8% 0.6% 0.6% 0.7% 0.8% 

Extended sectors 0.7% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 1.2% 

Total current 1.5% 1.2% 1.2% 1.3% 2.1% 

 

The total GVA from enterprises operating within the Data, Space and Aerospace sector has increased 

around 8% since 2020. This represents around 1.3% of GVA generated by all enterprises in Cornwall 

(approximately £10,579 million, which has increased 16% since 2020). 

If all those businesses who felt they have the potential to enter the market did so, then the GVA 

generated could rise by 50% and represented over 2% of the Cornish economy. 
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3.3.4 Number employed 

Table 3.4 shows the estimated number of people employed within companies active within Data, 

Space and Aerospace in Cornwall. Each value in the table is an estimate for that SIC code group and 

year. The table data estimate the number employed in businesses operating partly or fully in activities 

relating to the cluster, rather than employed on activities wholly committed to data, space and 

aerospace. 

Extended tables (showing the number employed for each SIC line) is provided in Appendices, page 44. 

Table 3.4 Employment in businesses contributing to the data, space & aerospace sector in Cornwall 2020-2023 

Group Estimated number employed Change 
2020-23 

 2020 2021 2022 2023 Potential  

Core cluster 1,230 1,132 1,121 1,247 1,462 +1% 

Extended sectors 1,581 1,380 1,418 1,504 2,266 -5% 

Total 2,811 2,512 2,539 2,751 3,728 -2% 
 

Core cluster       

Manufacturing/Production 439 418 399 331 342 -25% 

Services 791 714 722 916 1,120 +16% 
 

Extended sectors       

Manufacturing/Production 257 214 289 339 510 +32% 

Services 1,324 1,166 1,129 1,165 1,756 -12% 
 

All Cornwall    207,955     223,480     224,460     223,860   +8% 
 

Group As % of all Cornwall economy  

 2020 2021 2022 2023 Potential 

Core cluster 0.6% 0.5% 0.5% 0.6% 0.6% 

Extended sectors 0.8% 0.6% 0.6% 0.7% 0.9% 

Total current 1.4% 1.1% 1.1% 1.2% 1.5% 

 

The number of people employed within enterprises operating within the Data, Space and Aerospace 

sector has remained fairly stable since 2020. This represents around 1.2% of all employment within 

Cornish enterprises (223,860 employees, which have increased 8% since 2020). 

If existing businesses with the potential to enter the sector did so, then another 35% of jobs could be 

linked to the Data, Space and Aerospace sector in Cornwall (though this does not necessarily represent 

‘new’ jobs). 
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3.3.5 Salaries 

National statistics are not published at a sufficiently low level of industry classification together with 

local geographic area to undertake finer analysis. For context, median and mean salary averages are 

shown in Table 3.5 below for the SIC groups in focus, for the UK as a whole (i.e. not Cornwall). Mean 

and median salaries for each individual SIC code are provided in appendices, page 47. Median and 

mean salaries for the Cornwall Unitary Area are also shown for local contextual comparison. 

Table 3.5 Average salaries within sectors contributing to the data, space & aerospace sector (UK) 2022-2024 

Group Median salaries by group (‘000) Change 
2022-2024 

 2022 2023 2024  

Core cluster 35.1   41.6  41.9 +19% 

Extended sectors 31.4 32.8 37.4 +19% 

Total 31.9 33.9 37.8 +18% 

Cornwall UA 24.6 26.6 27.9 +13% 
 

Core cluster     

Manufacturing/Production 41.1 44.8 48.3 +18% 

Services 31.8 39.2 37.3 +17% 
 

Extended sectors     

Manufacturing/Production 29.5 31.4 33.7 +16% 

Services 34.6 38.9 43.8 +27% 
 

All Cornwall 24.6 26.6 27.9 13% 
 

Group Mean salaries by groups Change 
2022-2024 

 2022 2023 2024  

Core cluster 42.1 46.6 49.5 +18% 

Extended sectors 39.6 41.2 46.8 +18% 

Total 40.3 42.7 47.5 +18% 

Cornwall UA 27.2 29.4 31.0 +14% 
 

Core cluster     

Manufacturing/Production 46.7 47.5 51.9 +11% 

Services 40.7 46.4 48.8 +20% 
 

Extended sectors     

Manufacturing/Production 36.9 37.8 42.6 +16% 

Services 44.2 46.4 53.1 +20% 
 

All Cornwall 27.2 29.4 31.0 +14% 

 

Average salaries for people employed within the Data, Space and Aerospace sector are around £38k 

(median) to £48k (mean), which have increased 18% over the last two years. 
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4 Business Survey Findings 

This section provides an analysis of the headline results of a survey conducted amongst key sector 

businesses in Cornwall, with the data visualised through charts and breaks on the data in tables. In 

this case, ‘key sectors’ means those SIC codes that potentially represent businesses attached to Data, 

Space and Aerospace activities. The list of key sectors was derived from a separate activity, which 

combined a list of SIC codes that are explicit and undeniably connected to the key sectors, with the 

output of a study which investigated the SIC codes attached to businesses that are already accepted 

to be part of the sector. 

The survey was conducted through telephone interviews, with a sample of 133 businesses (from a 

total pool of 1,168) sourced through an independent database broker (Sample Answers). The survey 

was conducted during the period 18th February – 12th March 2025. 

The business survey had three purposes: 

- To provide self-reported data about businesses that work in sectors relevant to the Data, 

Space and Aerospace sector; 

- To assess opinions of businesses across relevant sectors about the value of Data, Space and 

Aerospace sector to Cornwall and its economy. 

The interviews captured evidence of: 

• Business activities - sectors and type of activity 

• Company size and “demographics” 

• Awareness and recognition of the Data, Space and Aerospace sector in Cornwall 

• Current involvement and potential to be part of Data, Space and Aerospace sector 

• Innovation activity 

• Job roles and salaries 

• Evaluation of the Space Cluster impact 
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4.1 Survey Results 

4.1.1 Engagement in Data, Space & Aerospace 

Half (51%) of respondents are currently involved in any activities connected with the Space, Data and 

Aerospace sector. 32% say they are involved with ancillary services (such as consultancy, financial, 

legal or other expert business services relevant to/specialising in the sector). A third are involved in 

some other way than those explicitly described in the options presented, which included activities 

such as AI and data analysis, software for satellites and spacecraft, testing and instrumentation, 

engineering simulations, training and education, general digital and cloud-based services, marketing 

communications and operations support. 

Figure 4-1 
Q. Is your business currently involved in any of the following…?   
Base: All respondents; n=79 

 

 

When asked if they had the potential to be involved with any or other relevant activities, 77% said 

‘yes’: 16% said ancillary services and 10% in activities linked to launch and/or operation of satellites 

and/or spacecraft, and 10% in products/services that use analytics or synthesised data that originates 

from satellites. Nearly half (46%) said that they could be involved in some other way than those 

specific options presented, which included activities such as technical/engineering services, 

construction and facilities support, IT and cybersecurity, marketing & PR, digital content, housing 

services, supply chain and manufacturing support, and services relating to sustainability and energy 

innovation.  
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Figure 4-2 
Q. Would you say your company has either the interest or potential to be involved in any of these I just 
mentioned?   
Base: All respondents; n=79 

 

 

Participants were asked if they were aware that Cornwall has an active Space, Data and Aerospace 

sector. 96% of participants said that they were, indicating a high level of engagement amongst 

relevant businesses. Of those 96%, 30% are aware and involved with/known to the Cornwall Space 

Cluster.   

Figure 4-3 
Q. Prior to this interview, were you aware that Cornwall has an active Space, Data and Aerospace sector? 
Base: All respondents; n=79 
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Participants who are active in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector were asked if they actively 

promote their business as part of this. Over a quarter (28%) responded that they do.    

Figure 4-4 
Q. Do you actively promote your business as part of the Space, Data and Aerospace sector, such as through 
your website, in marketing or publicity activities? 
Base: Those active in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector; n=40 

 

 

Nearly all (95%) respondents cite businesses as their customer base, followed by Government/public 

sector and Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprises at 53% each. 51% cited Consumers as (part 

of) their customer base. 

Figure 4-5 
Q. In terms of your customer base, are you selling to…?  
Base: All respondents; n=79 
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Overall, 16% of respondents active in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector attribute 75%+ of their 

business to the Space, Data and Aerospace sector. 63% attribute less than 10% of their business to the 

sector.  

Figure 4-6 
Q. Roughly speaking, what proportion of your business would you attribute to the Space, Data and 
Aerospace sector?  
Base: Those active in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector; n=40 

 

 

The majority of those in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector (68%) say that there has been no change 

to the proportion of their business that they attribute to that sector in the last 12-15 months. 25%, 

however, say there has been an increase by an estimated 19.9% (mean average, with answers ranging 

from 3% to 100%).  

Figure 4-7 
Q. How has that changed over the last 12-15 months?  
Base: Those active in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector; n=40 
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The 10 businesses spoken to who said there had been an increase in the proportion of their business 

that they attribute to the Space, Data and Aerospace sector in the last 12-15 months, were asked what 

extent their involvement with the Cornwall Space Cluster has helped the volume of business 

opportunities in the Space, Data and Aerospace sector. 4 said that it has significantly helped, 2 said 

there was a somewhat positive influence, and 4 responded ‘Not really’ and that it would have 

happened anyway.  

Figure 4-8 
Q. To what extent would you say the volume of business opportunities to you related to the Space, Data and 
Aerospace sector (or any change over the last 12-15 months) has been helped by your involvement in the 
Cornwall Space Cluster? 
Base: Those who saw an increase in the proportion of business attributed to the sector; n=10 N.B. very low base 

 

 

4.1.2 Operational Locations & Status  

The majority of businesses (72%) were established more than 10 years ago. 18% businesses were 

established in the last five years, with 3% of the businesses established in the last two years (2023 - 

2025).  

Figure 4-9 
Q. When was the business established?  
Base: All respondents; n=79 

 

 

82% businesses in this survey are legally classed as a Limited Company, 11% a sole 

trader/partnership/unincorporated company, and 4% a Public Limited Company (PLC).  
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Figure 4-10 
Q. What is the legal status of the business?   
Base: All respondents; n=79 

 

 

Respondents were asked a series of questions about their business locations. Nearly all (94%) have 

just one location in Cornwall, the other 6% having more than one location in Cornwall. Participants 

were then asked how many business locations they have outside of Cornwall, with three quarters 

(73%) having none, 23% having 10 or fewer business locations outside of Cornwall, and 4% having 

more than 10.   

Those who had locations outside of Cornwall were asked if they have overseas locations, and whether 

their head office was in Cornwall. Of those who had locations outside of Cornwall, 57% have business 

locations overseas, and 57% have their head office based in Cornwall. Specifically, 6 organisations (8% 

of the total sample) have business headquartered in Cornwall with at least one overseas location. 

Figure 4-11 
Q. Do you have any overseas locations? & If your head office based in Cornwall?  
Base: Those with locations outside of Cornwall; n=21 N.B. very low base size 
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86% of the businesses have their UK registered office in Cornwall.  

Figure 4-12 
Q. Where is the UK registered office of the business?  
Base: All respondents; n=79 

 

 

4.1.3 Employment and Skills 

Participants were asked how many people they employ in their company, both in total and in Cornwall. 

For the majority of businesses, they employ less than 10 people in Cornwall (78%). The average 

number of employees in Cornwall is 11.2 against an average 112 employees in total (which is heavily 

influenced by two organisations each employing in excess of 1,600 people).  

Figure 4-13 
Q. How many people do you currently employ in your company?  
Base: All respondents; n=79 

 

 

Those who employ people within Cornwall were asked to indicate a breakdown of their Cornwall 

employees between full time and part time. On average, companies employ a mean of 9.1 full time 

employees, and 1.5 part time.  
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Figure 4-14 
Q. Are you able to give me an indication of breakdown between full time and part time of the employees in 
Cornwall?   
Base: Those who employ people in Cornwall; n=78 

 

 

Over the last 12 months, 24% respondents say the number of people they employ in Cornwall has 

increased. Those increasing their headcount have added 2.4 new employees on average in the past 

year. However, this is almost cancelled out by the 12% who say they decreased employees in Cornwall 

by an average (mean) 4.7 people. 64% say headcount has stayed the same. 

Figure 4-15 
Q. Has the number of employees in Cornwall increased, decreased, or stayed the same over the last 12 
months? 
Base: Those who employ people in Cornwall; n=78 

 

 

Of those who have locations outside of Cornwall, 52% say the number of employees outside of 

Cornwall has increased, by a mean score of 95 employees in the last 12 months (which is heavily 

influenced by one very large employer adding 1,000 people, perhaps through acquisition).  

  

12%

68%

6% 4% 6%
1%

59%

35%

4%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

0 1 to 9 10 to 24 25 to 49 50 to 74 75+

Full time Part time

64%

12%

24%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Same

Decreased

Increased



27 
 

Figure 4-16 
Q. Has the number of employees in the organisation outside Cornwall increased, decreased, or stayed the 
same over the last 12 months? 
Base: Those with locations outside of Cornwall; n=21 N.B. very low base 

 

 

44% participants expect to increase their number of employees in Cornwall in the next 12 months by 

a mean score of 11.6, which is heavily influenced by one organisation anticipating recruiting 300 

people. 

Figure 4-17 
Q. Are your expectations for the number of employees in Cornwall to increase, decrease, or stay the same in 
the next 12 months? 
Base: Those who employ people in Cornwall; n=78 

 

 

21% of participants expect the number of employees in locations outside of Cornwall to increase in 

the next 12 months. Of those that said this, this is by a mean score of 256 (which is heavily influenced 

by the growth ambitions of two organisations anticipating each being able to add at least 600 people 

to their global headcount). On average, the sample as a whole will add 49 people per organisation.  

Figure 4-18 
Q. Are your expectations for the number of employees at your locations outside of Cornwall to increase, 
decrease, or stay the same in the next 12 months? 
Base: All responding; n=72 
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39% of participants say that some of their employees have achieved qualifications from higher 

education institutions within Cornwall. Of these, an average (mean) of 3.4 employees. Across the 

whole sample, an average 1.3 employees have achieved qualifications from higher education 

institutions in Cornwall, or about 1 in 8 of all Cornwall employees represented by the sample. 

Figure 4-19 
Q. Do you happen to know how many of your employees have achieved qualifications from a higher 
education institution in Cornwall? 
Base: All respondents; n=79 

 

 

The majority of participants (53%) say they are only employing workers who have come from 

Cornwall.  44% say they attract skilled workers from other parts of the UK, 10% say they have 

workers from Europe and 8% internationally (beyond Europe).  

Figure 4-20 
Q. Does your business attract skilled workers into Cornwall? If so, where from?  
Base: Those who employ people in Cornwall; n=78 

 

 

On average, 65% of jobs in participant organisations are professional/white collar jobs, 24% are high-

skilled manual jobs and 7% are low-skilled manual jobs.  

Table 6 
Q. How would you describe the type of jobs in your organisation, in terms of the proportion that 
professional (or ‘white collar’) and high-skilled versus low-skilled manual labour? 
Base: All respondents; n=79 
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As a whole, organisations believe they are paying their professional/white collar workers about 

average, but say they are unsure if they are paying other roles in their companies a salary that is 

average, above average or below average. 

Figure 4-21 
Q. Would you say the salaries for your organisation in Cornwall are typical of the industry (sector) as a 
whole for…? 
Base: Those who employ people in Cornwall; n=78 

 

 

4.1.4 Revenue 

43% respondents say they made below £250k in the last completed financial year, 44% between £250k 

and £4.9 million, 6% £5million+ and 6% either didn’t know or preferred not to say. Collectively, the 

sample turns over around £280m (mean £3.8m), which has decreased 13% since the prior year (see 

Figure 4-23). However, this is heavily influenced by the financial circumstances of one large 

organisation. Taking the median average, collective turnover has increased 27%. 

Figure 4-22 
Q. What was your turnover in the last completed financial year?  
Base: All respondents; n=79 
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Compared to the previous financial year, 39% of respondents say their turnover has increased.  

Figure 4-23 
Q. Compared to the previous financial year, has your turnover increased, decreased or stayed about the 
same? 
Base: All respondents; n=79 

 

 

Those with locations outside Cornwall who responded that there was a change in turnover were asked 

if this was across all locations, or just with the Cornish locations. The majority (64%) responded that 

Cornwall was the same as others.  

Figure 4-24 
Q. Is that change in turnover across the whole company or is there a difference with the Cornwall locations? 
Base: Those with a change in turnover and with locations outside Cornwall; n=14 N.B. very low base 

 

 

Most participants (54%) expect revenues relating to their Cornish operations to increase over the 

next 12 months. Across the whole sample, and taking into account the 6% anticipating a drop in 

revenues, the net average (mean) change is £1.7m. (increase) per organisation. This is heavily 

influenced by two organisations anticipating increases in excess of £18m. 
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Figure 4-25 
Q. Are your expectations for revenues relating to the Cornwall operations to increase, decrease, or stay the 
same over the next 12 months? 
Base: All respondents; n=79 

 

 

34% of respondents already export, and a further 16% say they have the capacity or desire to export 

their products or services. Of those who export, the average proportion of turnover attributed to 

exports is 11.4%.  

Figure 4-26 
Q. Do you have the capacity and/or desire to export? 
Base: All respondents; n=79 
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4.1.5 Investment 

When asked how much their company is currently investing into activities that would enhance their 

business to take advantage of the Data, Space and Aerospace sector, participants gave a mean score 

of 7.6%.  6% consider that at least 50% of their turnover is being invested into related activities. 62% 

are not investing at all. 

Figure 4-27 
Q. Approximately, as a percentage of turnover, what would you say your company is investing into activities 
that would either enhance or prepare your business to take advantage of the emerging Data, Space and 
Aerospace sector (if known)?   
Base: All able to estimate; n=71 
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5 Appendices 

5.1 SIC Codes 

Core sectors  

Industry 
 

30300 Manufacture of air and spacecraft and related machinery 

32990 Other manufacturing nec 

33160 Repair and maintenance of aircraft and spacecraft 

51220 Space transport 

52230 Service activities incidental to air transportation 

58290 Other software publishing 

61200 Wireless telecommunications activities 

61300 Satellite telecommunications activities 

62012 Business and domestic software development 

62020 Computer consultancy activities 

71200 Technical testing and analysis 

74100 Specialised design activities 

74909 Other professional, scientific and technical activities (not including 
environmental consultancy or quantity surveying) 

Additional codes (from companies in the Directory) 

9900 Support activities for other mining and quarrying 

18129 Printing not elsewhere classified 
25620 Machining 

26110 Manufacture of electrical components 
26120 Manufacture of loaded electronic boards 

26400 Manufacture of consumer electronics 

27900 Manufacture of other electrical equipment 
46720 Wholesale of metals and metal ores 
61300 Satellite telecommunications activities 

62011 Ready-made interactive leisure and entertainment software development 

62090 Other information technology service activities 

63110 Data processing, hosting and related activities 

63990 Other information service activities not elsewhere classified 

70210 Public relations and communications activities 
70229 Management consultancy activities other than financial management 

71122 Engineering related scientific and technical consulting activities 

71129 Other engineering activities 

72190 Other research and experimental development on natural sciences and 
engineering 

74202 Other specialist photography 

93199 Other sports activities 

82990  Other business support service activities not elsewhere classified 

22290 Manufacture of other plastic products 

52230 Service activities incidental to air transportation 

63120 Web portals 

94110 Activities of business and employers membership organisations 
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Other SICs either identified by keywords i.e. Sectors that may present companies involved in 
activities connected with (Aero)space - or could produce for, or have interest in diversifying 
capabilities/skills relevant to. 
09100 Support activities for petroleum and natural gas extraction 
26200 Manufacture of computers and peripheral equipment 
26301 Manufacture of telegraph and telephone apparatus and equipment 
26309 Manufacture of communication equipment (other than telegraph and telephone 

apparatus and equipment) 
26511 Manufacture of electronic instruments and appliances for measuring, testing, and 

navigation, except industrial process control equipment 
26512 Manufacture of electronic industrial process control equipment 
26513 Manufacture of non-electronic instruments and appliances for measuring, testing 

and navigation, except industrial process control equipment 
26600 Manufacture of irradiation, electromedical and electrotherapeutic equipment 
26701 Manufacture of optical precision instruments 
27110 Manufacture of electric motors, generators and transformers 
27120 Manufacture of electricity distribution and control apparatus 
27200 Manufacture of batteries and accumulators 
27320 Manufacture of other electronic and electric wires and cables 
27400 Manufacture of electric lighting equipment 
27520 Manufacture of non-electric domestic appliances 
28930 Manufacture of machinery for food, beverage and tobacco processing 
33130 Repair of electronic and optical equipment 
41100 Development of building projects 
42990 Construction of other civil engineering projects nec 
43210 Electrical installation 
43390 Other building completion and finishing 
43999 Specialised construction activities (other than scaffold erection) nec 
46439 Wholesale of radio and television goods and of electrical household appliances 

(other than of gramophone records, audio tapes, compact discs and video tapes 
and the equipment on which these are played) n.e.c. 

46690 Wholesale of other machinery and equipment 
47789 Other retail sale of new goods in specialised stores (other than by opticians or 

commercial art galleries), nec 
61900 Other telecommunications activities 
63910 News agency activities 
68320 Management of real estate on a fee or contract basis 
69102 Solicitors 
69202 Bookkeeping activities 
71112 Urban planning and landscape architectural activities 
71121 Engineering design activities for industrial process and production 
72110 Research and experimental development on biotechnology 
73110 Advertising agencies 
74901 Environmental consulting activities 
82990 Other business support service activities nec 
84110 General public administration activities 
88990 Other social work activities without accommodation nec 
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5.2 Turnover by SIC 

The following tables show growth across the Data, Space and Aerospace sectors, for each 

contributing SIC code. The table data estimate the turnover for all activity of companies operating 

partly or fully in activities relating to the space cluster, rather than turnover derived from activities 

directly related to space. (From the survey, over 80% say that less than 50% of their business is 

related to Data, Space & Aerospace, and for 40% it is less than 1%). 

 Annual Turnover Estimates £’000s 

SIC 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Potential 

30300 : Manufacture of air and spacecraft 
and related machinery 

370 750 370 370 370 370 

32990 : Other manufacturing nec 960 720 960 1,090 580 870 

33160 : Repair and maintenance of aircraft 
and spacecraft 

2,600 2,230 870 1,620 750 750 

51220 : Space transport - - - - - - 

52230 : Service activities incidental to air 
transportation 

220 150 - - - - 

58290 : Other software publishing 1,310 620 1,120 560 560 560 

61200 : Wireless telecommunications 
activities 

750 750 870 750 750 750 

61300 : Satellite telecommunications 
activities 

- - - - - - 

62012 : Business and domestic software 
development 

8,970 7,910 6,090 8,500 20,550 20,530 

62020 : Computer consultancy activities 7,710 7,240 7,110 7,200 7,560 13,440 

71200 : Technical testing and analysis 260 250 290 350 890 890 

74100 : Specialised design activities 1,880 2,540 1,770 2,330 2,680 7,660 

74909 : Other professional, scientific and 
technical activities (not including 
environmental consultancy or quantity 
surveying) 

9,950 12,020 10,340 11,020 11,300 11,300 

Total for group 34,980 35,180 29,790 33,790 45,990 57,120 

       

Extended (supply chain & ancillary) 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Potential 

09100 : Support activities for petroleum and 
natural gas extraction 

- - - - - - 

09900 : Support activities for other mining 
and quarrying 

40 40 40 60 40 40 

18129 : Printing (other than printing of 
newspapers and printing on labels and tags) 
nec 

1,800 1,740 1,780 1,390 1,490 1,490 

22290 : Manufacture of other plastic products - - - - - 150 

25620 : Machining 4,190 4,480 3,860 3,810 4,620 4,620 

26110 : Manufacture of electronic 
components 

- - - - - - 

26120 : Manufacture of loaded electronic 
boards 

- - - - - - 

26200 : Manufacture of computers and 
peripheral equipment 

- - - - - - 

26301 : Manufacture of telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment 

- - - - - - 

26309 : Manufacture of communication 
equipment (other than telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment) 

- - - - - - 

26400 : Manufacture of consumer electronics - - - - - - 
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26511 : Manufacture of electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 
testing, and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

2,970 2,970 2,970 2,970 - - 

26512 : Manufacture of electronic industrial 
process control equipment 

- - - - - - 

26513 : Manufacture of non-electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 
testing and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

- - - - - - 

26600 : Manufacture of irradiation, 
electromedical and electrotherapeutic 
equipment 

- - - - - - 

26701 : Manufacture of optical precision 
instruments 

- - - - - - 

27110 : Manufacture of electric motors, 
generators and transformers 

- - - - - - 

27120 : Manufacture of electricity 
distribution and control apparatus 

- - - - - - 

27200 : Manufacture of batteries and 
accumulators 

- - - - - - 

27320 : Manufacture of other electronic and 
electric wires and cables 

- - - - - - 

27400 : Manufacture of electric lighting 
equipment 

- - - - - - 

27520 : Manufacture of non-electric domestic 
appliances 

- - - - - - 

27900 : Manufacture of other electrical 
equipment 

- - - - - - 

28930 : Manufacture of machinery for food, 
beverage and tobacco processing 

- - - - - - 

33130 : Repair of electronic and optical 
equipment 

- - - - - - 

41100 : Development of building projects 7,220 8,100 7,070 7,680 10,730 21,460 

42990 : Construction of other civil 
engineering projects nec 

- - - - - - 

43210 : Electrical installation 5,030 4,680 4,380 5,680 6,390 6,390 

43390 : Other building completion and 
finishing 

- - - - - 4,220 

43999 : Specialised construction activities 
(other than scaffold erection) nec 

1,800 2,370 1,810 2,740 2,990 4,490 

46439 : Wholesale of radio and television 
goods and of electrical household appliances 
(other than of gramophone records, audio 
tapes, compact discs and video tapes and the 
equipment on which these are played) n.e.c. 

- - 100 - 240 240 

46690 : Wholesale of other machinery and 
equipment 

1,660 1,540 1,590 1,590 1,620 1,620 

46720 : Wholesale of metals and metal ores 170 - - 370 370 370 

47789 : Other retail sale of new goods in 
specialised stores (other than by opticians or 
commercial art galleries), nec 

- - - - - 1,400 

61900 : Other telecommunications activities 220 190 340 130 130 130 

62090 : Other information technology and 
computer service activities 

4,870 4,290 3,010 6,740 6,580 10,070 

63110 : Data processing, hosting and related 
activities 

120 120 100 100 60 60 
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63120 : Web portals 110 730 170 190 750 750 

63910 : News agency activities - - - - - - 

63990 : Other information service activities 
nec 

60 150 150 150 60 60 

68320 : Management of real estate on a fee 
or contract basis 

- - - - - 4,210 

69102 : Solicitors 1,810 1,350 1,780 2,570 2,350 2,350 

69202 : Bookkeeping activities - - - - - - 

70210 : Public relations and communication 
activities 

880 910 470 680 970 2,100 

70229 : Management consultancy activities 
(other than financial management) 

6,200 6,300 6,460 8,170 8,360 12,540 

71112 : Urban planning and landscape 
architectural activities 

- - - - - - 

71121 : Engineering design activities for 
industrial process and production 

10,720 10,720 9,220 10,470 11,340 11,340 

71122 : Engineering related scientific and 
technical consulting activities 

4,190 5,900 4,150 3,220 4,150 12,450 

71129 : Other engineering activities (not 
including engineering design for industrial 
process and production or engineering 
related scientific and technical consulting 
activities) 

- - - - - - 

72110 : Research and experimental 
development on biotechnology 

- - - - 20 20 

72190 : Other research and experimental 
development on natural sciences and 
engineering 

150 620 1,060 1,060 1,010 1,010 

73110 : Advertising agencies - - - - - 3,650 

74901 : Environmental consulting activities 1,050 620 1,120 1,050 3,520 4,400 

82990 : Other business support service 
activities nec 

18,150 20,300 22,090 24,760 33,560 44,750 

84110 : General public administration 
activities 

700 510 610 610 1,030 1,030 

88990 : Other social work activities without 
accommodation nec 

2,650 2,760 2,500 2,680 2,650 2,650 

94110 : Activities of business and employers 
membership organisations 

20 20 20 10 40 40 

Total for group 76,780 81,410 76,850 88,880 105,070 160,100 

       

All Total 111,760 116,590 106,640 122,670 151,060 217,220 

Source: Office for National Statistics, via https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/ (Official census and labour 

market statistics) 

 

  

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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5.3 Number of Enterprises by SIC 

The following tables show growth across the data and space sector, for each contributing SIC code. 

The table data estimate the number of enterprises for all activity of companies operating partly or 

fully in activities relating to the space cluster.  

 Number of enterprises 

SIC 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Potential 

30300 : Manufacture of air and spacecraft 
and related machinery 

10 15 10 10 10 10 

32990 : Other manufacturing nec 6 6 6 7 7 10 

33160 : Repair and maintenance of aircraft 
and spacecraft 

45 40 20 15 15 15 

51220 : Space transport 0 0 0 0 0 0 

52230 : Service activities incidental to air 
transportation 

2 2 1 1 1 1 

58290 : Other software publishing 5 5 8 8 8 8 

61200 : Wireless telecommunications 
activities 

10 10 10 10 10 10 

61300 : Satellite telecommunications 
activities 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

62012 : Business and domestic software 
development 

64 57 64 66 66 66 

62020 : Computer consultancy activities 54 49 47 45 45 79 

71200 : Technical testing and analysis 3 2 3 3 3 3 

74100 : Specialised design activities 13 13 13 13 13 36 

74909 : Other professional, scientific and 
technical activities (not including 
environmental consultancy or quantity 
surveying) 

60 63 63 58 58 58 

Total for group 272 262 245 236 236 296 

       

Extended (supply chain & ancillary) 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Potential 

09100 : Support activities for petroleum and 
natural gas extraction 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

09900 : Support activities for other mining 
and quarrying 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

18129 : Printing (other than printing of 
newspapers and printing on labels and tags) 
nec 

4 4 4 4 4 4 

22290 : Manufacture of other plastic products 0 0 0 0 0 2 

25620 : Machining 11 11 10 9 9 9 

26110 : Manufacture of electronic 
components 

1 0 1 1 1 2 

26120 : Manufacture of loaded electronic 
boards 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

26200 : Manufacture of computers and 
peripheral equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

26301 : Manufacture of telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 1 

26309 : Manufacture of communication 
equipment (other than telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

26400 : Manufacture of consumer electronics 2 2 2 2 2 3 

26511 : Manufacture of electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 

2 2 2 1 1 2 



39 
 

testing, and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

26512 : Manufacture of electronic industrial 
process control equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

26513 : Manufacture of non-electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 
testing and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

1 0 0 0 0 0 

26600 : Manufacture of irradiation, 
electromedical and electrotherapeutic 
equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

26701 : Manufacture of optical precision 
instruments 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27110 : Manufacture of electric motors, 
generators and transformers 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27120 : Manufacture of electricity 
distribution and control apparatus 

2 2 2 2 2 2 

27200 : Manufacture of batteries and 
accumulators 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27320 : Manufacture of other electronic and 
electric wires and cables 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27400 : Manufacture of electric lighting 
equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27520 : Manufacture of non-electric domestic 
appliances 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27900 : Manufacture of other electrical 
equipment 

1 0 1 1 1 1 

28930 : Manufacture of machinery for food, 
beverage and tobacco processing 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

33130 : Repair of electronic and optical 
equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

41100 : Development of building projects 12 13 14 14 14 28 

42990 : Construction of other civil 
engineering projects nec 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

43210 : Electrical installation 21 22 23 23 23 23 

43390 : Other building completion and 
finishing 

0 0 0 0 0 10 

43999 : Specialised construction activities 
(other than scaffold erection) nec 

10 10 10 10 10 15 

46439 : Wholesale of radio and television 
goods and of electrical household appliances 
(other than of gramophone records, audio 
tapes, compact discs and video tapes and the 
equipment on which these are played) n.e.c. 

2 2 2 2 2 2 

46690 : Wholesale of other machinery and 
equipment 

2 2 2 2 2 2 

46720 : Wholesale of metals and metal ores 1 1 1 1 1 1 

47789 : Other retail sale of new goods in 
specialised stores (other than by opticians or 
commercial art galleries), nec 

0 0 0 0 0 5 

61900 : Other telecommunications activities 2 2 2 2 2 2 

62090 : Other information technology and 
computer service activities 

24 23 21 21 21 33 

63110 : Data processing, hosting and related 
activities 

2 2 2 2 2 2 

63120 : Web portals 2 2 2 3 3 3 

63910 : News agency activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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63990 : Other information service activities 
nec 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

68320 : Management of real estate on a fee 
or contract basis 

0 0 0 0 0 14 

69102 : Solicitors 4 4 4 4 4 4 

69202 : Bookkeeping activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 

70210 : Public relations and communication 
activities 

4 4 4 4 4 9 

70229 : Management consultancy activities 
(other than financial management) 

40 42 40 40 40 59 

71112 : Urban planning and landscape 
architectural activities 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

71121 : Engineering design activities for 
industrial process and production 

65 60 65 65 65 65 

71122 : Engineering related scientific and 
technical consulting activities 

22 20 22 22 22 65 

71129 : Other engineering activities (not 
including engineering design for industrial 
process and production or engineering 
related scientific and technical consulting 
activities) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

72110 : Research and experimental 
development on biotechnology 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

72190 : Other research and experimental 
development on natural sciences and 
engineering 

2 2 2 2 2 2 

73110 : Advertising agencies 0 0 0 0 0 15 

74901 : Environmental consulting activities 8 7 9 9 9 12 

82990 : Other business support service 
activities nec 

49 49 49 47 47 62 

84110 : General public administration 
activities 

8 8 8 8 8 8 

88990 : Other social work activities without 
accommodation nec 

6 7 7 6 6 6 

94110 : Activities of business and employers 
membership organisations 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

Total for group 314 307 315 311 311 477 

       

All Total 586 569 560 547 547 773 

Source: Office for National Statistics, via https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/ (Official census and labour 

market statistics) 

  

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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5.4 GVA by SIC 

The following tables show GVA for the data and space sector, for each contributing SIC code. The 

table data provides estimated GVA based on the estimated number of enterprises for all activity of 

companies operating partly or fully in activities relating to the space cluster.  

 GVA 

SIC 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Potential 

30300 : Manufacture of air and spacecraft 
and related machinery 

1.3 1.3 2.3 1.2 1.2 1.2 

32990 : Other manufacturing nec 2.0 0.4 0.8 1.1 1.1 1.7 

33160 : Repair and maintenance of aircraft 
and spacecraft 

12.7 17.5 16.0 16.5 16.5 16.5 

51220 : Space transport 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

52230 : Service activities incidental to air 
transportation 

2.5 2.2 2.7 2.4 2.4 2.4 

58290 : Other software publishing 0.6 0.4 0.7 0.9 0.9 0.9 

61200 : Wireless telecommunications 
activities 

1.5 1.8 2.3 2.1 2.1 2.1 

61300 : Satellite telecommunications 
activities 

0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 

62012 : Business and domestic software 
development 

9.0 14.5 9.7 13.4 13.4 13.3 

62020 : Computer consultancy activities 5.3 7.9 5.8 7.7 7.7 13.6 

71200 : Technical testing and analysis 0.6 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.4 

74100 : Specialised design activities 0.9 1.2 1.6 1.2 1.2 3.3 

74909 : Other professional, scientific and 
technical activities (not including 
environmental consultancy or quantity 
surveying) 

3.4 6.1 9.2 5.7 5.7 5.7 

Total for group 40.3 53.9 51.9 53.0 53.0 61.6 

       

Extended (supply chain & ancillary) 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Potential 

09100 : Support activities for petroleum and 
natural gas extraction 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

09900 : Support activities for other mining 
and quarrying 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

18129 : Printing (other than printing of 
newspapers and printing on labels and tags) 
nec 

1.9 1.5 1.1 1.7 1.7 1.7 

22290 : Manufacture of other plastic products 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 

25620 : Machining 2.5 2.6 1.8 2.4 2.4 2.4 

26110 : Manufacture of electronic 
components 

0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.6 

26120 : Manufacture of loaded electronic 
boards 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

26200 : Manufacture of computers and 
peripheral equipment 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

26301 : Manufacture of telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 

26309 : Manufacture of communication 
equipment (other than telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment) 

0.0 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 

26400 : Manufacture of consumer electronics 0.0 0.2 0.2 1.2 1.2 2.0 

26511 : Manufacture of electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 

0.6 1.0 1.4 0.3 0.3 0.4 
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testing, and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

26512 : Manufacture of electronic industrial 
process control equipment 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

26513 : Manufacture of non-electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 
testing and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

0.0 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 

26600 : Manufacture of irradiation, 
electromedical and electrotherapeutic 
equipment 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

26701 : Manufacture of optical precision 
instruments 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

27110 : Manufacture of electric motors, 
generators and transformers 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

27120 : Manufacture of electricity 
distribution and control apparatus 

0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 

27200 : Manufacture of batteries and 
accumulators 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

27320 : Manufacture of other electronic and 
electric wires and cables 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

27400 : Manufacture of electric lighting 
equipment 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

27520 : Manufacture of non-electric domestic 
appliances 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 

27900 : Manufacture of other electrical 
equipment 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 

28930 : Manufacture of machinery for food, 
beverage and tobacco processing 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

33130 : Repair of electronic and optical 
equipment 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

41100 : Development of building projects 1.9 0.8 0.5 2.8 2.8 5.7 

42990 : Construction of other civil 
engineering projects nec 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

43210 : Electrical installation 3.7 3.9 3.4 4.2 4.2 4.2 

43390 : Other building completion and 
finishing 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 

43999 : Specialised construction activities 
(other than scaffold erection) nec 

0.7 0.9 0.6 0.7 0.7 1.0 

46439 : Wholesale of radio and television 
goods and of electrical household appliances 
(other than of gramophone records, audio 
tapes, compact discs and video tapes and the 
equipment on which these are played) n.e.c. 

0.2 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 

46690 : Wholesale of other machinery and 
equipment 

0.8 1.1 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.6 

46720 : Wholesale of metals and metal ores 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 

47789 : Other retail sale of new goods in 
specialised stores (other than by opticians or 
commercial art galleries), nec 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 

61900 : Other telecommunications activities 1.5 1.8 2.1 1.9 1.9 1.9 

62090 : Other information technology and 
computer service activities 

2.7 4.6 3.4 4.5 4.5 6.9 

63110 : Data processing, hosting and related 
activities 

0.2 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 

63120 : Web portals 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 

63910 : News agency activities 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
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63990 : Other information service activities 
nec 

0.0 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 

68320 : Management of real estate on a fee 
or contract basis 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.0 

69102 : Solicitors 3.2 3.3 2.3 3.0 3.0 3.0 

69202 : Bookkeeping activities 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

70210 : Public relations and communication 
activities 

0.7 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.6 1.3 

70229 : Management consultancy activities 
(other than financial management) 

4.4 3.8 3.2 3.3 3.3 4.9 

71112 : Urban planning and landscape 
architectural activities 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

71121 : Engineering design activities for 
industrial process and production 

12.7 11.0 9.2 7.1 7.1 7.1 

71122 : Engineering related scientific and 
technical consulting activities 

4.9 4.4 3.3 6.1 6.1 18.2 

71129 : Other engineering activities (not 
including engineering design for industrial 
process and production or engineering 
related scientific and technical consulting 
activities) 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

72110 : Research and experimental 
development on biotechnology 

0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 

72190 : Other research and experimental 
development on natural sciences and 
engineering 

0.8 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 

73110 : Advertising agencies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.2 

74901 : Environmental consulting activities 0.3 0.7 1.1 0.9 0.9 1.2 

82990 : Other business support service 
activities nec 

5.9 7.7 8.0 6.6 6.6 8.8 

84110 : General public administration 
activities 

6.4 8.8 9.2 8.3 8.3 8.3 

88990 : Other social work activities without 
accommodation nec 

8.5 7.7 8.0 8.3 8.3 8.3 

94110 : Activities of business and employers 
membership organisations 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Total for group 65.7 69.3 63.2 67.0 67.0 100.5 

       

All Total 106.0 123.2 115.1 120.0 120.0 162.0 

Data for GVA are based upon Output per Job averages for Cornwall (Source: Office for National 

Statistics, Subregional Productivity June 2024 release.) 
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5.5 Employment by SIC 

The following tables show numbers employed for the data and space sector, for each contributing 

SIC code. The table data provides employment based on the estimated number of enterprises for all 

activity of companies operating partly or fully in activities relating to the space cluster.  

 Employment 

SIC 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Potential 

30300 : Manufacture of air and spacecraft 
and related machinery 

30 30 50 25 25 25 

32990 : Other manufacturing nec 48 9 18 24 24 36 

33160 : Repair and maintenance of aircraft 
and spacecraft 

300 400 350 350 350 350 

51220 : Space transport 0 0 0 0 0 0 

52230 : Service activities incidental to air 
transportation 

60 50 60 50 50 50 

58290 : Other software publishing 15 8 15 18 18 18 

61200 : Wireless telecommunications 
activities 

35 40 50 45 45 45 

61300 : Satellite telecommunications 
activities 

10 10 10 10 10 10 

62012 : Business and domestic software 
development 

212 330 212 283 283 282 

62020 : Computer consultancy activities 126 180 126 162 162 288 

71200 : Technical testing and analysis 14 5 6 9 9 9 

74100 : Specialised design activities 21 28 35 25 25 70 

74909 : Other professional, scientific and 
technical activities (not including 
environmental consultancy or quantity 
surveying) 

80 140 200 120 120 120 

Total for group 951 1,230 1,132 1,121 1,121 1,303 

       

Extended (supply chain & ancillary) 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Potential 

09100 : Support activities for petroleum and 
natural gas extraction 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

09900 : Support activities for other mining 
and quarrying 

1 1 1 0 0 0 

18129 : Printing (other than printing of 
newspapers and printing on labels and tags) 
nec 

45 35 25 35 35 35 

22290 : Manufacture of other plastic products 0 0 0 0 0 20 

25620 : Machining 60 60 40 50 50 50 

26110 : Manufacture of electronic 
components 

3 0 1 3 3 13 

26120 : Manufacture of loaded electronic 
boards 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

26200 : Manufacture of computers and 
peripheral equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

26301 : Manufacture of telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 9 

26309 : Manufacture of communication 
equipment (other than telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment) 

0 5 5 0 0 0 

26400 : Manufacture of consumer electronics 0 4 5 25 25 42 

26511 : Manufacture of electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 

13 22 30 7 7 9 
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testing, and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

26512 : Manufacture of electronic industrial 
process control equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

26513 : Manufacture of non-electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 
testing and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

1 2 3 1 1 1 

26600 : Manufacture of irradiation, 
electromedical and electrotherapeutic 
equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

26701 : Manufacture of optical precision 
instruments 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27110 : Manufacture of electric motors, 
generators and transformers 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27120 : Manufacture of electricity 
distribution and control apparatus 

3 2 3 4 4 4 

27200 : Manufacture of batteries and 
accumulators 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27320 : Manufacture of other electronic and 
electric wires and cables 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27400 : Manufacture of electric lighting 
equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

27520 : Manufacture of non-electric domestic 
appliances 

0 0 0 0 0 3 

27900 : Manufacture of other electrical 
equipment 

1 0 0 2 2 2 

28930 : Manufacture of machinery for food, 
beverage and tobacco processing 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

33130 : Repair of electronic and optical 
equipment 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

41100 : Development of building projects 45 18 12 60 60 120 

42990 : Construction of other civil 
engineering projects nec 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

43210 : Electrical installation 88 88 75 88 88 88 

43390 : Other building completion and 
finishing 

0 0 0 0 0 24 

43999 : Specialised construction activities 
(other than scaffold erection) nec 

16 20 14 14 14 21 

46439 : Wholesale of radio and television 
goods and of electrical household appliances 
(other than of gramophone records, audio 
tapes, compact discs and video tapes and the 
equipment on which these are played) n.e.c. 

5 7 5 4 4 4 

46690 : Wholesale of other machinery and 
equipment 

20 25 18 13 13 13 

46720 : Wholesale of metals and metal ores 10 8 13 13 13 13 

47789 : Other retail sale of new goods in 
specialised stores (other than by opticians or 
commercial art galleries), nec 

0 0 0 0 0 16 

61900 : Other telecommunications activities 35 40 45 40 40 40 

62090 : Other information technology and 
computer service activities 

63 105 74 95 95 145 

63110 : Data processing, hosting and related 
activities 

4 8 5 5 5 5 

63120 : Web portals 5 12 5 5 5 5 

63910 : News agency activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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63990 : Other information service activities 
nec 

1 4 3 2 2 2 

68320 : Management of real estate on a fee 
or contract basis 

0 0 0 0 0 63 

69102 : Solicitors 75 75 50 63 63 63 

69202 : Bookkeeping activities 0 0 0 0 0 0 

70210 : Public relations and communication 
activities 

17 17 10 13 13 28 

70229 : Management consultancy activities 
(other than financial management) 

104 87 69 69 69 104 

71112 : Urban planning and landscape 
architectural activities 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

71121 : Engineering design activities for 
industrial process and production 

300 250 200 150 150 150 

71122 : Engineering related scientific and 
technical consulting activities 

115 100 72 129 129 386 

71129 : Other engineering activities (not 
including engineering design for industrial 
process and production or engineering 
related scientific and technical consulting 
activities) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

72110 : Research and experimental 
development on biotechnology 

2 2 3 2 2 2 

72190 : Other research and experimental 
development on natural sciences and 
engineering 

18 18 18 15 15 15 

73110 : Advertising agencies 0 0 0 0 0 68 

74901 : Environmental consulting activities 8 15 25 20 20 25 

82990 : Other business support service 
activities nec 

140 175 175 140 140 187 

84110 : General public administration 
activities 

150 200 200 175 175 175 

88990 : Other social work activities without 
accommodation nec 

200 175 175 175 175 175 

94110 : Activities of business and employers 
membership organisations 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

Total for group 1,549 1,581 1,380 1,418 1,418 2,126 

       

All Total 2,500 2,811 2,512 2,539 2,539 3,429 

Source: Office for National Statistics, via https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/ (Official census and labour 

market statistics) 

 

  

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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5.6 Salaries by SIC 

The following tables show median and mean gross annual salaries for sectors potentially 

contributing to the data and space sector. The table data is drawn from National Statistics - Annual 

Survey of Hours and Earnings (ASHE). 

 Average Salaries 

 2022 2023 2024 

SIC Med’n Mean Med’n Mean Med’n Mean 

30300 : Manufacture of air and spacecraft 
and related machinery 

43.9 48.8 48.7 50.7 50.5 52.3 

32990 : Other manufacturing nec - - - - - - 

33160 : Repair and maintenance of aircraft 
and spacecraft 

38.2 44.6 40.9 44.3 46.1 51.5 

51220 : Space transport - - - - - - 

52230 : Service activities incidental to air 
transportation 

31.6 39.6 - 42.0 36.8 41.7 

58290 : Other software publishing - 44.8 42.3 47.9 - 52.6 

61200 : Wireless telecommunications 
activities 

45.1 47.1 62.2 67.1 58.9 70.8 

61300 : Satellite telecommunications 
activities 

27.0 32.8 29.0 37.0 35.1 41.3 

62012 : Business and domestic software 
development 

- - - - - - 

62020 : Computer consultancy activities 43.0 49.9 44.7 51.0 49.4 57.4 

71200 : Technical testing and analysis 30.0 35.2 32.7 40.1 31.3 35.9 

74100 : Specialised design activities 31.9 35.8 36.2 39.6 37.7 41.7 

74909 : Other professional, scientific and 
technical activities (not including 
environmental consultancy or quantity 
surveying) 

- - - - - - 

Total for group 35.1 42.1 41.6 46.6 41.9 49.5 

       

Extended (supply chain & ancillary) 2022 2023 2024 

SIC Med’n Mean Med’n Mean Med’n Mean 

09100 : Support activities for petroleum and 
natural gas extraction 

- 56.7 - 51.7 59.1 65.9 

09900 : Support activities for other mining 
and quarrying 

- - - - - - 

18129 : Printing (other than printing of 
newspapers and printing on labels and tags) 
nec 

- - - - - - 

22290 : Manufacture of other plastic products 26.3 31.0 28.2 33.0 28.6 32.5 

25620 : Machining 29.4 32.5 31.4 35.3 33.9 36.0 

26110 : Manufacture of electronic 
components 

29.5 36.6 33.6 38.5 33.7 40.0 

26120 : Manufacture of loaded electronic 
boards 

27.5 30.7 30.7 35.1 31.9 36.8 

26200 : Manufacture of computers and 
peripheral equipment 

- 40.0 29.9 36.7 32.5 40.8 

26301 : Manufacture of telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment 

- - - - - - 

26309 : Manufacture of communication 
equipment (other than telegraph and 
telephone apparatus and equipment) 

- - - - - - 

26400 : Manufacture of consumer electronics - 31.7 - 35.8 - 42.2 
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26511 : Manufacture of electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 
testing, and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

- - - - - - 

26512 : Manufacture of electronic industrial 
process control equipment 

- - - - - - 

26513 : Manufacture of non-electronic 
instruments and appliances for measuring, 
testing and navigation, except industrial 
process control equipment 

- - - - - - 

26600 : Manufacture of irradiation, 
electromedical and electrotherapeutic 
equipment 

- 45.9 - 38.3 - 54.0 

26701 : Manufacture of optical precision 
instruments 

- - - - - - 

27110 : Manufacture of electric motors, 
generators and transformers 

- 35.2 32.7 37.4 33.0 38.8 

27120 : Manufacture of electricity 
distribution and control apparatus 

- - - - - - 

27200 : Manufacture of batteries and 
accumulators 

- 32.9 - 39.7 - 41.5 

27320 : Manufacture of other electronic and 
electric wires and cables 

- - - - - - 

27400 : Manufacture of electric lighting 
equipment 

- - 29.9 36.9 31.4 36.3 

27520 : Manufacture of non-electric domestic 
appliances 

- - - - - - 

27900 : Manufacture of other electrical 
equipment 

31.4 35.8 31.7 37.3 47.1 55.8 

28930 : Manufacture of machinery for food, 
beverage and tobacco processing 

33.5 34.7 34.1 40.6 38.1 44.8 

33130 : Repair of electronic and optical 
equipment 

- - - - - - 

41100 : Development of building projects 30.0 47.4 - - 36.9 - 

42990 : Construction of other civil 
engineering projects nec 

- - - - - - 

43210 : Electrical installation 32.5 32.9 35.4 37.0 37.9 40.4 

43390 : Other building completion and 
finishing 

27.4 29.7 30.4 33.6 29.7 33.8 

43999 : Specialised construction activities 
(other than scaffold erection) nec 

- - - - - - 

46439 : Wholesale of radio and television 
goods and of electrical household appliances 
(other than of gramophone records, audio 
tapes, compact discs and video tapes and the 
equipment on which these are played) n.e.c. 

- - - - - - 

46690 : Wholesale of other machinery and 
equipment 

- - - - - - 

46720 : Wholesale of metals and metal ores 32.2 - 33.0 42.7 33.2 43.0 

47789 : Other retail sale of new goods in 
specialised stores (other than by opticians or 
commercial art galleries), nec 

- - - - - - 

61900 : Other telecommunications activities 41.5 47.5 43.2 49.5 43.8 49.3 

62090 : Other information technology and 
computer service activities 

41.1 48.4 42.6 52.0 45.1 57.7 

63110 : Data processing, hosting and related 
activities 

32.4 40.9 38.9 - 44.9 48.9 
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63120 : Web portals - - - 53.0 - - 

63910 : News agency activities - - - 64.3 99.3 115.1 

63990 : Other information service activities 
nec 

- - - - - - 

68320 : Management of real estate on a fee 
or contract basis 

26.2 29.7 28.7 31.6 30.8 34.3 

69102 : Solicitors - - - - - - 

69202 : Bookkeeping activities - - - - - - 

70210 : Public relations and communication 
activities 

- - - - - - 

70229 : Management consultancy activities 
(other than financial management) 

- - - - - - 

71112 : Urban planning and landscape 
architectural activities 

- - - - - - 

71121 : Engineering design activities for 
industrial process and production 

- - - - - - 

71122 : Engineering related scientific and 
technical consulting activities 

- - - - - - 

71129 : Other engineering activities (not 
including engineering design for industrial 
process and production or engineering 
related scientific and technical consulting 
activities) 

- - - - - - 

72110 : Research and experimental 
development on biotechnology 

48.5 61.5 50.6 - 50.3 - 

72190 : Other research and experimental 
development on natural sciences and 
engineering 

43.6 53.3 44.6 52.7 48.9 57.2 

73110 : Advertising agencies 30.9 41.2 35.7 45.9 38.1 46.9 

74901 : Environmental consulting activities - - - - - - 

82990 : Other business support service 
activities nec 

- - - - - - 

84110 : General public administration 
activities 

28.9 31.3 31.3 33.2 32.9 34.9 

88990 : Other social work activities without 
accommodation nec 

- - - - - - 

94110 : Activities of business and employers 
membership organisations 

36.8 44.1 - 38.8 40.2 43.6 

Total for group 31.4 39.6 32.8 41.2 37.4 46.8 

       

All Total 31.9 40.3 33.9 42.7 37.8 47.5 

Source: Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings, Office for National Statistics 

 

 


